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SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT
Subject-Verb agreement is based on two  basic rules.

RULE 1
SUBJECT is SINGULAR  — VERB is SINGULAR

Example:
He writes  poem.

         ��    ��
  Sing. Sub.   Sing. Verb
     Vinay       goes  to office.

����               ��
 Sing. Sub.  Sing. Verb
Exception:
(i)  With I, excluding am and was , there is always a

Plural subject.
(ii)  You always takes a Plural subject.

RULE 2
SUBJECT is PLURAL   — VERB is PLURAL

Example:
    They       are  riding a bicycle.

       ��        ��
Plural Sub.    Plural Verb
       We      are  planning to visit Canada.

��        ��
Plural Sub.    Plural Verb
In general, the number  and person  of any Finite Verb

are corresponding to the number  and person  of the subject .
Example:
     They        play .

��          ��
Plural Sub.     Finite Verb

      She     plays .
��         ��

Plural Sub.  Finite Verb
Here in (i), play  is a Finite Verb, where ‘They’ is a plural

subject in the plural form.
But in (ii), plays  is a Finite Verb, where it is with the

singular subject ‘She’ and in singular form.
Subjects  and Verbs  must agree with one another in

number (singular or plural). Thus, if a subject is singular,
its Verb must also be singular, if a subject is plural, its
Verb must also be plural.

  Important Rules
1.  If the subject of a sentence is singular noun, then it

takes a singular verb.
Examples:
      Kate    is  always punctual.

  ��    ��
Sing. Noun   Sing. Verb
  A visitor           has  come to see us.
         ��                      ��
 Sing. Noun    Sing. Verb
2.  If two singular nouns are joined with and , then the

verb is plural.
Examples :
   Rahul and       Anita            have  gone home.

����             ��                  ��
Sing. Noun      Sing. Noun    Plural Verb
   A computer and  a   printer        have  been installed.
            ��     ��       ��
    Sing. Noun          Sing. Noun      Plural Noun
3.  If two singular nouns are joined with and , but be-

fore them there is each / every , etc., then it takes a singu-
lar verb.

Examples:
 Each      officer and  each    manager             is  invited.

     ��             �� ��            ��      ��
 each   Sing. Noun     each   Sing. Noun    Sing. Verb

A tremendous importance is attached to English Language in competitive exams of today.
The cut-throat competition prevailing around the aspirants tell a significant tale. Hence, it
becomes indispensable to prepare yourself in the best possible way, otherwise the goal
remains a distant dream. A language is nothing but a meticulous arrangement of words. As
an expert sculptor carves the stones in a skilled manner to give a magnificent appearance
to his/her creation, in the similar way, an expert linguist arranges words suitably. This art
of arrangement comes from true knowledge of grammar and collection of words. The exper-
tise is had by continuous persperiration. If one perspires in a true way, the inspiration
comes in a natural way. Then there is no deviation From the destination. If you sweat on a
wrong path, it comes to no fruition. Keeping in view the orientation and dedication of our
readers and weightage assigned to English Language, we provide the A to Z of English
Grammar. A well arranged collection of subject matter suffice your need and satiate your
guest for a true guide. Hopefully. You get benefitted to a great extent in your pursuit of
realising the long cherished goal.
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